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our tears and lamentations He will cause gladness and
rejoicing".
The Holy See emphasises again and again that the disasters
are due to the sins of the people, not only in the East, but
throughout Christendom, and that atonement on the part of
everyone is necessary to bring about the forgiveness of
heaven. " We must turn to the Lord our God, and first
correct in ourselves those things in which we have done
wrong, and then stand prepared for the fierceness and malice
of our foes." In another letter the Pope writes, " Inasmuch
as we do not doubt that the disasters in the land of
Jerusalem, lately occurring through the invasion of the
Saracens, have been caused by the sins of the inhabitants of
that land and all the people of Christendom, we, by the
common consent of our brethren and with the approval of
many of the bishops, have enacted that for the next five years
all persons shall fast on the sixth day of the week. , . .
Moreover, on the fourth day of the week all persons who
are in good health are to abstain from eating flesh. We and
our brethren do also forbid to ourselves and our households
the use of flesh on the second day of the week, unless
prevented by illness or some great calamity or other evident
cause ".
William of Tyre came to Europe in the year after the loss
of Jerusalem and besought the princes of the West to sink
their differences and unite their strength against Islam. He
preached at Gisors before Henry of England and Philip
Augustus of France, who were then at war, and the kings
patched up a truce so that they could prepare for a Crusade.
In England and France, a special tax of ten per cent, was
imposed on all goods with the exception of tools, jewels, and
the weapons of knights. This tax—the Saladin Tithe, as it
is called—was to be collected in the presence of a Templar,
a Hospitaller, and representatives of the king and the
Church, and Henry and Philip bound themselves not to use

